
While many of us focus on the basics of 

letter and number recognition or read-

ing skills, kindergarten readiness en-

compasses more than a few isolated 

skills. We need to look at the whole 

child and all the skills and strengths 

each child has developed. That’s what 

makes them unique. As an example, 

Sasha may love books and have excep-

tional reading abilities, but she strug-

gles with shyness that prevents her 

from engaging with other children. 

Joshua might be very strong socially 

but still has difficulty holding and us-

ing a pencil correctly. Emma can do 

both these things, but she can be very 

silly and wiggly and gets distracted in 

group settings. Despite these differ-

ences, all of these children are ready 

for school. 

Here are some tips to help you prepare 

your child for Kindergarten: 

 Help him to develop independ-

ence at home. Encourage your 

child to dress himself, take his coat 

on and off and hang it up, use the 

bathroom without assistance and 

wash his hands without constant 

reminders, and put on his own 

shoes. Provide serving spoons so 

your child can serve himself at the 

table and clear his own dishes. 

These skills will take him from the 

coatroom to the lunchroom and be-

yond. 

 Focus on self-help skills. Your 

child should know how to wipe her 

face after lunch without prompting 

and blow her nose without assis-

tance. But be sure she is also com-

fortable asking an adult for help 

when necessary. 

 Teach responsibility. Start 

transferring small responsibilities 

over to your child, if you haven’t 

already. After a family trip to the 

pool, you might put your child in 

charge of emptying the backpack, 

refilling the water bottles, or hang-

ing up his wet swimsuit. Even 

when it may be easier for you to 

complete these tasks, let him accept 

the responsibility. 

 Develop and follow routines. 

Set up morning routines that will 

transfer into a school setting. Get-

ting up around the same time every 

day, getting dressed, and having an 

early breakfast together is a great 

way to transition to school. 

 Read aloud to your child. Get 

your child a library card, take her 

to the library to check out books, 

and be sure to read to your child 

every day. Read a variety of books, 

read the captions under pictures in 

the newspaper, even share the com-

ics. Just read! 

 Engage her in meaningful lit-

eracy activities. Encourage your 

child to help you with thank you 

cards, shopping lists, or notes. They 

may start with scribbles or pic-

tures, move into scattered letters, 

and finally some recognizable 

words as they enter school. Appreci-

ate their attempts and watch their 

skills develop with practice. 

 Acknowledge his feel-

ings. Avoid talking about school too 

much, or wait until the end of sum-

mer is near. Your child may express 

being nervous, not wanting to go or, 
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Important Dates 

May 1st Hop-A-Thon/ACES day at 

Wintonbury, 10am    

May 7th PTO Meeting , 6PM 

May 9th Second Cup of Coffee, 9am  

with “CPS Coffee Talk”  

May 15th School is in session with a 

full school day  

May 23rd Family Art Night (rain 

date May 30th)  

May 27th Memorial Day NO 

SCHOOL 

May 30th Volunteer Recognition 

June 4th PTO meeting, 6PM  

June 8th Auerfarm PTO Picnic 

(rain date June 9th)  

alternately, feeling very excited to 

start school. Whatever they feel, 

take time to appreciate where they 

are. 

Rather than worry about whether 

your child is ready to read and write, 

think about his or her skills as a 

whole. What can they do well that will 

help them succeed? The quiet child 

who has reading abilities will find her 

way to the social butterfly that needs 

help writing his name. The silly, wig-

gly child will find a spot as the class-

room helper. Rest assured, they will 

all navigate kindergarten together.  

 

Article retrieved from: 

https://www.naeyc.org/our-

work/families/kindergarten-here-

we-come  
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Let’s Talk Parent Workshop  

SAVE THE DATE! 

ANNUAL WINTONBURY  

END OF YEAR FARM PARTY! 

Saturday, June 8th   

(3 PM to 5 PM) 

Hay rides, live 

music, snacks, 

scavenger hunts,  

animals and more!  

 

Rain Date 6/9/2019 

Summer Extension Registration 

The Summer Extension Program is a seven week program that is created 

and designed as a hands-on enrichment program for Preschool and Kin-

dergarten age children.  The students engage in exploratory activities 

which promote positive learning experiences.  Any child that attended 

Wintonbury during the 2018-2019 school year may attend Summer Ex-

tension.  Parents can choose any or all of the seven weeks.  Options in-

clude three, four or five days.  You may also choose from a part day op-

tion (9am-2:30pm) or full day option (7:30am-5:45pm).   

 

If you are interested in learning more, please contact 

Kristine Johnson at kjohnson@blmfld.org .  Infor-

mation packets are also available from Mrs. Robbin at 

the front reception desk.     

During conference week Wintonbury teachers Lisa Smith-Horn 

and Rebecca Cole, along with Speech and Language Pathologist, 

Tara Lynch, and Instructional Coach, Samantha Straker present-

ed the “Let’s Talk” workshop. At the workshop parents and fami-

lies learned about brain development and ways to promote early 

literacy skills.  How do you do this hard work? It is as easy as talk-

ing- talk– talk– talk! Talk to your child as much as you can and 

everywhere you are whether taking a bath, walking through the 

grocery store, or reading a book. While the caregivers learned tips 

on how to read interactively, the children toured the Blue Hill Fire 

House. The event concluded with families reading together.  

Thank you to all who participated in this wonderful event! And to 

the amazing Blue Hills Fire Department for hosting us!!! 

Children in room 302 direct their own learning using blocks as a means to 

solve problems and talk mathematically. Two girls play with concepts of 

measurement as they compare them selves to the blocks they stacked. Two 

boy work together to figure out how to make the blocks topple over using 

force and motion—they huffed and puffed and blew the blocks over!   

Block Play 

mailto:kjohnson@blmfld.org


Literacy  is an important and com-

plex skill that children begin learn-

ing from birth– situated at the core 

of literacy development is oral lan-

guage. “Oral language, includes 

speaking and listening —the ways 

that humans use language to com-

municate with one another” from 

(The Literacy How Reading Wheel).  

At Wintonbury teachers support oral 

language development by talking  

with children and focusing on  skills 

such as; following directions, hearing 

and using new words, engaging in 

conversations,  and sharing needs, 

wants, and ideas with others. En-

gagement with oral language oppor-

tunities prepares children for litera-

cy skills (work with sounds, rhyme,  

letters, print concepts, use and ap-

preciation of books, talking about a 

book/comprehension, and writing). 

Play and carefully planned experi-

ences are crafted to engage learners 

with oral language and literacy.  

“Play in schools involves play with a 

purpose, bringing together educators’ 

learning goals and students’ natural 

ways of learning through play. Play-

ful learning situates curricular goals, 

content, and activities within a larg-

er purpose of helping learners under-

stand, explore, and shape their 

world.”  (from popatplay.org)  

Wintonbury students:  

 Play in many ways daily 

 Are read to daily 

 Talk during books (interactive 

reading) 

 Talk  about books/retell stories 

 Have opportunity for self di-

rected reading 

 Read together (poems, songs, 

rhymes, the morning message) 

 Participate in daily routines that 

model literacy behaviors 

 Notice beginning sounds and let-

ters when the names of their 

friends start the same way 

 Tune-in to small group activities 

that foster playful practice with 

the smallest skills (such as mak-

ing a “big 

line down” ) 

 Are shown 

how to do 

things like 

pick up scis-

sors and snip 

with correct 

form 

 Write and 

draw for a variety of purposes 

 Write their names during play 

(for example: adding their name 

to a list to wait a turn or signing 

a card they made for a friend)   

 Talk about what they see, think, 

and wonder 

 Ask questions to guide learning  

 Share and participate in collabo-

rative project work around topics 

of interest 

 Use a variety of materials to ex-

press themselves  

 Receive feedback by adults and 

peers during play that supports 

and/or extends their work   

 Talk and listen to each other 

 Negotiate roles, make  plans, and 

share ideas 

 Lead their own center work  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The significance of  this work may at 

times be hard to see but the pay off 

is huge! Play literally changes the 

brain. “The experience of play chang-

es the connections of the neurons at 

the front end of your brain,” says 

Sergio Pellis, a researcher at the 

University of Lethbridge in Alberta, 

Canada. “And without play experi-

ence, those neurons aren’t changed,” 

he says.   

 

Pre-K Curriculum Corner– Language, Literacy, and Play                              
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Children in room 103 use a 

“Stamp and See Screen” to 

practice starting at the top 

and pulling down when 

forming lines.  

A child in room 303 doing a “helper job” in morning 

meeting—they are reading the daily schedule.  

(above) room 203 retells stories of prin-

cesses read to them  



Upcoming Events at Wintonbury  

 

 

 

Earth Day Home/School Opportunity   
 

Help us to recycle old markers. We are participating in the Crayola 
Colorcycle program which repurposes all brands of old and used markers 
including dry erase markers and highlighters. A collection box is located 
at the parent door. You can also send them in via your child’s backpack. 

Teachers have collection boxes available for them.  
 

Repurpose your old markers and help to take care of our earth! 

Join us for a 2nd  

Cup of Coffee 

9:00 a.m.—10:00 a.m. 

Wintonbury Lobby                              

Thursday, May 9th   

Meet other parents, Principal  

Lisa Eells and  Wintonbury Staff 

Earth Day Planting  

On April 22nd classrooms will plant 

Mammoth Sunflower seeds to cele-

brate Earth Day. Mammoth Sunflow-

ers were the topic of a recent Scho-

lastic News magazine. Teachers will 

be bringing students to the front 

lobby to plant—each student will 

plant a seed in a recycled container.    

 

 

Recycled container ideas: 

 Yogurt cup or fruit cup 

 Playdough cup  

 Take out container 

 K-Cup 

 Spice jar  

 A plastic bottle 

 Old boot/shoe 

Family Math Night 

DATE:  Thursday, April 25 

TIME:  6:00 – 7:30 

PLACE:  44 Brown Street, Bloomfield 

Questions:  lsmithhorn@blmfld.org 

 

Join Wintonbury for a fun filled evening of interactive MATH activities. 
This event is sponsored by the Wintonbury PTO and Faculty. 

“Coffee Talk” Series  
Collaborative Proactive Solutions (CPS) 

 
Hosted by Kathleen Johndrow (School Social Worker) and Samantha 
Straker (Instructional Coach) 
 

Like most children, does you child engage in limit testing, attention 
seeking, unmotivated behavior? Join us as we examine beliefs about 
why and when children exhibit challenging behavior.  

This event is a 3 part series on the CPS model. The CPS model is a col-
laborative framework developed by Dr. Ross Greene that proactively 
addresses challenging behavior. Each session will coincide with the 
monthly “Second Cup of Coffee” – please come talk with us!  

 May 9th 
Session 2: Challenging Behavior to 
Unsolved Problem 
  
June 6th 
Session 3:  Solving the Problem 
  
Agenda 
8:50 – 9:10   Coffee in the Winton-
bury lobby 
9:10 – 9:30 Presentation 
9:30 – 9:45 Optional Q&A 

RSVP to the Coffee Series  
sstraker@blmfld.org 

Try this at home  too! 


